ELECTRIC AND MAGNETIC FIELDS may be dangerous
0 4

 Electric current flowing through any conductor causes localized Electric and Magnetic Fields

M (EMF). Welding current creates EMF fields around welding cables and welding machines

* EMF fields may interfere with some pacemakers, and welders having a pacemaker should consult their
physician before welding.

Exposure to EMF fields in welding may have other health effects which are now not known.

All welders should use the following procedures in order to minimize exposure to EMF fields from the
welding circuit:

—Route the electrode and work cables together - Secure them with tape when possible.
—Never coil the electrode lead around your body.

—Do not place your body between the electrode and work cables. If the electrode cable is on your right
side, the work cable should also be on your right side.

—Connect the work cable to the workpiece as close as possible to the area being welded.

—Do not work next to welding power source.

wear correct eye, ear,
and body protection

PROTECT your eyes and face with welding helmet properly fitted and
with proper grade of filter plate (See ANSI Z49.1).

PROTECT your body from welding spatter, arc flash, and fire hazard
with flame resistant protective clothing including apron and gloves,
leather leggings, and high boots. Do not wear clothing made from
flammable synthetic fabrics.

PROTECT others from spatter, flash, and glare with protective screens
or barriers.

IN SOME AREAS, protection from noise is appropriate.Wear hearing
protection when required.

BE SURE protective equipment is in good condition.Wear safety glass-
es in work area AT ALL TIMES.

additional
precautionary measures

PROTECT compressed gas cylinders from excessive heat, mechanical
shocks, and arcs; fasten cylinders so they cannot fall.

BE SURE cylinders can never become part of an electrical circuit.
REMOVE all potential fire hazards from welding and gas storage areas.
BE SURE to follow the manufacturer's operating procedures.

N BE SURE to read and understand all labels.

DO NOT use cylinder odor, color, or shape to identify its contents.

DO NOT strike an arc on cylinders.

BE SURE to use proper respiratory protection.

BE SURE to use proper fume/smoke extraction equipment.

ALWAYS HAVE FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT READY FOR IMMEDIATE
USE AND KNOW HOW TO USE IT.

special situations

DO NOT WELD OR CUT containers unless they are properly cleaned. This is extremely hazardous.

DO NOT WELD OR CUT painted, plated, or coated parts unless special precautions with ventilation
have been taken. They can release highly toxic fumes or gases. Painted parts can release
toxic hydrocarbons, chromates, or lead compounds. Plated and coated parts can release toxic
cadmium or zinc fumes.

CONFINED SPACE operations require special attention to ventilation as well as entry
and exit procedures.

DO NOT EXCEED GAS REGULATOR PRESSURES recommended by the equipment supplier.

STORE CYLINDERS in accordance with National Fire Protection Association standards
and local fire codes.

Refer to the references listed inside the front cover for directions on how to deal
with such special situations.

cooperating for safety

Cooperation between management and employees is vital
to the success of every company. By working together toward
the common goal—SAFETY IN WELDING—everyone wins!

Welders and their supervisors should have adequate
safety training.

Airgas

You'll find it with us.*"

Distributed by:

Thanks to the American Welding Society (AWS) and Lincoln Electric
for the information contained in this brochure.
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You'll find it with us.*"
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